
 

 

2501 Broad Avenue  

Findlay, OH 45840          

www.findlayfirstnaz.org  

January 2010  

A n  Up wa rd  a n d  O u t wa rd  L o o k A n  Up wa rd  a n d  O u t wa rd  L o o k 

Our Mission:  

To make Christlike disciples in the nations  

From the Pastor . . . Why Do We Do It?  

There are 10 books floating around the church called, ñWho Stole My Church?ò by Gordan MacDonald. I 
want to highly recommend that you read one of them. You wonôt be able to put it down. I have seen 
churches splintered because they have sent the wrong message out to people whether they are lost or 
have been a part of the church for years. Everyone matters to God. My heartôs desire is to see all 
generations working together side by side in seeing the Kingdom of God built. I want to encourage 
everyone, no matter what your age, to read this book. Check with me and sign up to get a copy to read. It is 
a must read. 

Hereôs the synopsis: 

Gordan MacDonald has been a pastor for more than 40 years in five different communities. He has 

seen churches drop their long-standing programs and traditions ¸ choir-led worship, communion 

tables, formal dress, and midweek prayer services ¸ seemingly on a whim, in an effort to mobilize 

younger members. He has also seen the bitterness and heartbreak that sometimes chokes older 

members who have spent their lives building that very community, dedicating hours of service and 
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hard to create. 

While he understands the frustrations that come with change, MacDonald believes that finding a way 
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As a result, MacDonald has written himself into a fictional church in a New England town. This 

fellowship is at a tipping point. Many of the founders are facing a decision to either accept the 

changes occurring in their church or leave and find something more traditional. Following these men 

and women on their journey will help you understand your own church and your role in it in new and 

enlightening ways. 

So many have asked, ñWhy do we do the things that we do?ò Here is a chance to get a great answer. Letôs 
continue to move forward and be faithful in allowing Godôs church to reach the lost of today. 

Joy in Jesus! 

 

 

Pastor Mike 
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Sundays at the Naz  

January 3 

Message by                
Ann Knight 

Family Service 

Communion 

Deadline to inform us if you 
have a baby to be dedicated 

January 10 

Parents (of babies) Info      
Class, 9:30, room 203 

Baby                                
Dedications 

 

Family Night          
Eventñ                                
Haiti trip                           
fundraiser                  
spaghetti supper and 
auction, 6 p.m. 

January 17 

Baptismal                   
Service 

X marks the spot! We want you  to feel at home here, 

in this spot! You may be asking, ñWhere do I go from 
here? What do I need to grow in the Lord?ò Come-as-
you-are to ConnXtions where weôll tour the facility and 
give an overview of our process to acquaint you with 
how you can connect with Youth, Children, and Family 
ministries.  

CONN     TIONS 9:30 a.m., 
room 203 

 

Services start at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

Learning groups available for all ages. 

Nursery available. 

January 31 
Nametag Sunday 
 

January 24 

Membership 
Sunday 
 

http://www.workandwitness.org/


 

 

Wednesday Ministries  

Wednesdays 
Ministries to adult groups are set to get under way January 6 and be held 

Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. each week.  

The WOMEN  will meet in room 204 for a 12 -week Beth Moore study on 
Daniel: Lives of Integrity, Words of Prophecy. Join us in a faith -building 

study of prophecy, under the leadership of Sheila Umbs, and learn how to 
shine for Christ in our modern culture, while learning to live with integrity 
in today's self -absorbed society. Just as the prophet Daniel faced 

unbelievable pressures ð to compromise his faith, to live in a hostile 
culture, and confront temptations and threats ðtoday's believers face 

many of the same trials.  

Student books cost $15. Please circle ñDò on a communication card the 
next time you are in service, or contact the office, if you are interested in 

being a part of the study so enough books can be ordered.  

Men  will gather in room 212 as they learn what Proverbs 27:17 says, ñAs 

iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.ò The men will be 
sharpening each other as they turn up the heat on their relationship with 

the Lord. Make it a priority and come to be challenged in your walk with 

Jesus Christ. Dan Sertell and Pastor Mike will facilitate these sessions.  

Beginning January 20 and running through February 10, the men will be 

focusing on ñStay the Course.ò These sessions include three powerful 
DVDs titled ñGo On,ò from Promise Keepers by E.V. Hill; ñStamping Godôs 
Image on the Next Generationò from Tony Evans,  and ñThe Revolution of 

a Manôs Soulò from Erwin McManus. The final session will focus on 

discussion of the previous three sessions.  

Teens  meet in the teen room and for open gym (at 6:30); children  in 

grades 1 -6 meet in the Power Plant for the Caravan program (and break 
out into age groups from there);  nursery  through preschool  meet in 
their respective rooms for Wednesdays their way, and the young adult              

                group meets in room 207 with leader, Donna Ebanks.  
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The Compassionate Ministry arm of Nazarene Missions 
continues to collect items for Crisis Care Kits (CCKs). We 
will be participating in this annual drive in building CCKs  by 
collecting one item each month. Continue to watch the 
bulletin and newsletter for the Item of the Month. 

The Item of the Month for January is: 
2 Hand Towels 

A basket is available in the foyer in which you can place 
your completed kits, as well as the Item of the Month. 
Contact Karen Wilson if you have any questions concerning 
this project or any missions programs. 

Missions 

Spaghetti Supper Fund Raiser for 
Haiti Trip is January 10 
 

A spaghetti supper and auction will take place at 6 p.m. 
in the Family Life Center on Sunday, Jan. 10, as this 
monthôs family night event. All proceeds from the event 
will go toward the Haiti trip endeavor.  

The team is now complete for the upcoming missions  
trip to Haiti, April 6-13, 2010. 
They will be building a church 
In memory of Paul Harp at 
Deseaux (which lies between St. Marc 
And Gonaives on the western gulf. 
Our team leaders, Lyle and Barb  
Campbell, are busy informing the team    
of the needs and preparations to be made prior to the trip 
and during the trip. Please keep those on the team in your 
prayers as they prepare and for safety and health during the 
trip. The team includes: Chuck & Karen Wilson, Bob & Ann 
Knight, Paula & Dan McRill, Larry & Jerri Niswander, Keith 
Alumbaugh, Trinity Arredondo, Phil Cole, Joe Davidson, 
James Dellinger, tricia Dodds, Donna Ebanks, Dorothy 
Harp, Pastor Mike, and Julie Temple. 

Please also be in prayer for this monthôs emphasis: Good 
health for the team and bonding to begin among team 
members, and for your team prayer partners. 

ATTENTION TEAM MEMBERS: The next important 
luncheon meeting following worship service is set for 
Sunday, January 24, for all team members and their 
families. We ask that each family bring a hot and cold food 
dish as part of the meal. Lyle and Barb expect to have the 
meeting conclude by 2 p.m. 

Donõt Break the Link! 
Frances Courtney - Smith  
Our L.I.N.K.S. (Loving, Interested 
Nazarenes, Knowing and Sharing) missionary, Fran served 
in South Africa as a nurse and a teacher of nurses. 
Although retired, like many senior adults, she is very active 
with church, small group, Bible Study and personal 
interests. She is battling Lymph Edema, a condition caused 
by an infection from a mosquito bite.  

She periodically has complications with her dialysis but 
enjoys oil painting, crochet, and small crafts. Since she has 
been assigned to the church, different care packages have 
been sent to her filled with handkerchiefs, hearing aid 
batteries, stamps, muffin mixes, yarn, gift cards, stationery, 
hand creams and other fun items to brighten her day.  

She says, ñI always enjoy getting your mail because it is 
filled with pictures, programs and stories of the nice people 
at Findlay First!ò Please continue to remember her in your 
prayers and if you would like to send her a card, her 
address is 6355 Oak Ave., Apt.11, Temple City, CA. 91780. 

10 Reasons Why I Should 
Participate in Missions 

 1 I am a world Christian. I care about what happens in my home and 

neighborhood, as well as the world. I want to know how the Church 
of the Nazarene responds and how I can respond personally. 

 2 Caring for others is scriptural. Throughout the Bible, God reminds 

me that He cares for all peoples. 

 3 There is something for everyone! All age groups are involved ð

from children to senior adults. 

 4 I have an influence. I want my life to model commitment to Christ 

and the church. 

 5 I am part of a larger communityðnot only my local church, but the 

international Church. Praying for, giving for, learning about, and 
discipling others regarding missions strengthens those bonds. 

 6 The whole world needs to know of Godôs love, Jesusô sacrifice, 

and the Holy Spiritôs comfort. The least I can do is spend a few hours 
to learn how to help. 

 7 My focus should be outward, rather than inward. As I care about 

and pray for those God loves, my capacity for loving them grows. 

 8 God wants me to give generously. Helping others accomplish 

Godôs call on their lives allows me to be a part of their stories. 

 9 The children and youth of my church should be involved in the 

mission of God, and I have a responsibility to help them become 
Great Commission Christians.  

10 I love God, His Church, and those who have not made a 

commitment to Christ, and I want to make a difference in my world! 
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