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A n  Up wa rd  a n d  O u t wa rd  L o o k A n  Up wa rd  a n d  O u t wa rd  L o o k 

ADVENT 2009 
Pastor Mike will be preaching from the book of Luke with a series of messages entitled: òThe Perfect Gift.ó  What is it 

that Jesus wants to give you this Christmas? We will be unfolding this series through drama, music, and different 
visual reminders of Godõs Perfect Love that gave the Perfect Gift. 

HOPE 

Sunday, November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 
On this Sunday we will  
focus on Hope. The  
word advent means  
òcoming.ó   
We know and  
celebrate the season of  
Advent as a time of  
preparation and reflection  
in anticipation of Christmas,  
the celebration of Christõs  
birth. Every Sunday leading up to  
Christmas will be a great  
celebration as we anticipate,  
òThe Perfect Gift.ó 

Sunday, December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 

PEACE 

Sunday, December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Our Children will be leading 
us in our worship experience 
at 10:30 a.m. If you were in 
the service last year you will 
remember a wonder  
spirit of worship.  
This year is  
going to be an  
extension of last year.  
Invite your friends for this  
one-of-a-kind worship  
experience. Toys for Tots  
collection following the      
program. 

JOY 

J OY  
2009  

Christmas  

Musical  

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Service, 6 p.m. 
This is always a 

highlight 
as we welcome in 

Christmas together 
with candlelight and 

singing. 

LOVE 

Our Mission:  

To make Christlike disciples in the nations  



 

 

Wednesday Ministries  

Activities planned for upcoming 
Wednesdays in December include the 
following: 

 

December 2 -    Attendees will gather in the Family Life Center to work 
together on our Family Christmas Compassionate Ministry 
Project. Yoko Harnjo will be teaching us how to make 
homemade Christmas cards. We will be making Christmas 
cards for our gift certificates to give to our Compassionate 
Ministry families.  Learn how to make special cards you can 
use yourself throughout the year as we work together to 
complete the project. Hot chocolate and Christmas cookies 
will be served following the event. 

December 9 -   Umbs family Christmas concert in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 

December 16 -   Families Serving Families, Christmas visits 

December 23 -   Enjoy family time together (no activities) 

December 24 -  Christmas Eve Service, 6 p.m. 

December 30 -  Enjoy family time together (no activities) 

 

Wednesdays During January, February & March: 
 

Ministry to Men ñ January 6 & 13, two-week introductory Bible Study 
and overview of the January through March sessions planned for all men. The 
purpose is uniting men through vital relationships to become Christlike 
disciples and Godly influences in their homes, at church, at work, and at all 
times. 
 

Ministry to Women ñ A 12-week Beth Moore Bible study on the book 
of Daniel will be facilitated by Sheila Umbs starting January 6. It is open to 
women of all ages. Cost: $15 for study book. 

To 

be an 

Outreach  

to our community  

and with all the laid  

off workers in our  

community, we are accepting  

names from the congregation  

of someone you may know who 

would be helped by a reminder  

that our congregation cares for 

them and remembers them this 

Christmas.   Our goal is  to collect 

$1,000 between now and Christmas. 

Please mark your offering for 

Christmas Compassionate Ministry  

project.  

Jenny  

Zirkle is  

heading 

up these efforts. Please contact 

her for more information.  

Poinsettia Plant Orders Being Taken 

You may purchase a red, white, pink, or marble poinsettia to honor a friend or 
member of your family, in memory of a loved one, or for any reason. You may also 
purchase a plant to donate and weõll see that one of our shut-ins is the recipient. 
Please place a completed order form (available from your bulletin or at the office) 
and your payment of $6.50 for each poinsettia ordered, into the offering plate, drop 
off at the church office, or mail to us. You may also send a note to the church listing 
your name, who the recipient(s) are, what color you would like, and if they are in 
honor or memory.  

All requests must be received by Sunday, December 6, 2009.  

They will be on display until after the Christmas Eve service, at which time you 
may take them with you.  
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The Compassionate Ministry arm of Nazarene Missions 
continues to collect items for Crisis Care Kits (CCKs). We 
will be participating in this annual drive in building CCKs  by 
collecting one item each month. Continue to watch the 
bulletin and newsletter for the Item of the Month. 

The Item of the Month for December is: 
A fingernail clipper 

A basket is available in the foyer in which you can place 
your completed kits, as well as the Item of the Month. 
Contact Karen Wilson if you have any questions concerning 
this project or any missions programs. 

Missions 

The team is now complete for the upcoming missions  
trip to Haiti, April 6-13, 2010. Under the direction of our 
team leaders, Lyle and Barb Campbell, the following  
people have agreed to be part of the trip: Chuck & Karen 
Wilson, Bob & Ann Knight, Paula & Dan McRill, Larry      
& Jerri Niswander, Keith Alumbaugh, 
Trinity Arredondo, Phil Cole, 
Joe Davidson, James Dellinger 
tricia Dodds, Donna Ebanks, 
Dorothy Harp, Pastor Mike, and 
Julie Temple. 

Please be in prayer for this monthôs 
emphasis: Team organization (meals, travel plans, etc.) to go 
smoothly. Pray for the missionaries and the church leader in 
Deseaux and all of the above team members listed. 

ATTENTION TEAM MEMBERS: There will be an important 
luncheon meeting following worship service on Sunday, 
December 6, for all team members and their families. We will 
be ordering meat from City Barbeque to receive the 20% fund 
raising contribution (for the Haiti trip) which is taking place that 
day. We ask that each family bring a hot and cold food dish as 
part of the meal. Lyle and Barb expect to have the meeting 
conclude by 2 p.m. 

Be watching for more information on the fund-raiser set for 
Sunday, January 10, when a spaghetti supper and auction will 
take place in the Family Life Center at 6 p.m. 

We want to thank all of those who so generously have donated 
money to allow several scholarship opportunities to be made 
available to some of the team members. They would not have 
been able to go except for these sacrifices which are 
tremendously appreciated. 

In 1984, the Church of 
the Nazarene General Board instituted Nazarene 
Compassionate Ministries (NCM) to meet the physical, 
emotional, relational, intellectual, and spiritual needs of the 
world. NCM has a four-fold approach to ministering to those 
in need: Child development, disaster response, 
development education, and social transformation. 

The first Sunday in December is Compassion Sunday in 
the Church of the Nazarene. The Board of General 
Superintendents designated Compassion Sunday to 
encourage a spirit of compassion and personal involvement 
among Nazarenes everywhere. 

The Mission Statement for this designation is: 

ñFollowing the example of Jesus, NCM partners with local 
Nazarene congregations around the world to clothe, 
shelter, feed, heal, educate, and live in solidarity with those 
who suffer under oppression, injustice, violence, poverty, 
hunger, and disease. NCM exists in and through the 
Church to proclaim the Gospel to all people.ò 

Compassion           
Sunday is 
December 6 

Be a Volunteer for Jesus 
The Church of the Nazarene is the second largest volunteer-
sending agency in the United States. They accomplish that 
through the following groups, which you, too, can be a part of: 

Mission Corps allows individuals of all ages 
and backgrounds to use a variety of skills in 
a world area for a few weeks or months up 
to a year. 

Opportunities overseas include Work & 
Witness where volunteers provide 
assistance with construction, evangelism, 
medical work, office work, or other services 
in a world mission area for approximately 
two weeks. 

Summer youth programs include: Youth in 
Mission , Contact (serving North American 
children), Mission to the Cities (ministries 
to selected North American cities), and 
International Student Ministries (working 
with missionaries and national leaders). 

Youth Serve provides teenagers with 
opportunities to work locally as well as 
overseas, including Grateful Heart (raising 
mission awareness and mobilizing youth in 
supporting missions, 1-2 days), Near to 
Here (offering hands-on experience in a 
local or district setting, 1-5 days), Touch the 
Nation (serving others and being examples 
of Jesus to a specific national community), 
and Go Global (1-3 weeks of cross-cultural 
experience in another country). 

Nazarene Medical Organization provides a 
link between those with physical needs and 
those with medical training and skills. 

D EC E M BE R  0 9  AN UPWARD AND OUTWARD LOOK P A GE 3  

http://www.missioncorps.org/
http://www.workandwitness.org/
http://www.youthinmission.org/
http://www.nyiyouthserve.org/
http://www.workandwitness.org/
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Will resume JanuarY 6  
Children in grades K - 6 will want to 
anticipate being a part of this Club. 
Where:  Meet in Power Plant 
When:  Wednesdays @ 6:45 p.m. 

Upward Needs 
Coaches and 

Other 
Volunteers  

J OY  
2009  Christmas  Musical  

The childrenôs department is pleased to produce a 
multimedia presentation whose central theme is JOY.  
You will not want to miss this Christmas experience 
that features worship songs, black light and rhythm 
stick presentation as well as narration from some 
new and interesting characters. 

This multi-aged production will take place on 
December 13 during the regular worship service.   
Rehearsals have been taking place in the Power 
Plant each Sunday morning during the childrenôs 
worship hour. 

This yearôs ñcostumeò will consist of all black clothing, 
including long sleeved shirt, pants, socks, and shoes, 
if possible.   

Below are the final practice dates and party. 

Dec. 5 Saturday Practice (10:00 - 12:00) 

Dec. 12 MANDATORY DRESS REHEARSAL 
 10:00 - 12:00  
 Childrenôs Christmas Party 12:00 - 2:00 

Dec. 13 MUSICAL  10:30 a.m.   
 Report to church by 9:15 

Well, evaluations are past us, and on to the forming of teams 
and soliciting of coaches. We have surpassed last yearôs 
participants with 730 Players and 90 Cheerleaders. Praise the 
Lord! It proves Godôs economy is not our economy and He is 
finding a way for all these children to experience Him in a fun 
and meaningful way. 

If you know of a child who would like to be a part of this yearôs 
Upward league, there is still a little time. They can go online 
and to register at http://upward.findlayfirstnaz.org, then attend 
one of two make-up evaluations. One will take place Saturday, 
December 5, between 9:30 a.m. and noon. The second will be 
Tuesday, December 8, between 6:30 and 8 p.m. 

Be in prayer about what part you can play in this yearôs Upward 
League. Many coaches, referees, ministry leaders, concession 
coordinators and workers, prayer warriors, etc., are needed to 
make this the high-caliber program that people in the area have 
come to know. Scott Erickson is our churchôs director, so 
please let him know if you can help, or contact the church 
office. 

Team assignments should be shared with participants around 
December 31, and practices begin January 4. The first game is 
January 23. 

Kyle Boster is the Upward Administrator, so any questions or 
comments can be directed to him at the church, ext. 23.��
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Upward  
2009 -10  

Evaluations  


